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April 15, 2022 

US Environmental Protection Agency 
Water Technical Unit (OES04-SMR) 
5 Post Office Square, Suite 100 
Boston, Massachusetts 02109-3912 

Re: Notification of Permit Exceedance  
NPDES permit: MA0003425 
Global Companies, LLC 
71/140 Lee Burbank Highway 
Revere, MA 02151 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Roux Associates (Roux) on behalf of Global Companies, LLC (Global) is providing notification of a permit 
exceedance for NPDES permit MA0003425 (the Permit) for the March 2022 sampling period.  This Permit 
authorizes stormwater discharge from the Global terminal located at 71/140 Lee Burbank Highway in 
Revere, Massachusetts to the Chelsea River/Mystic River Watershed.  Discharge Monitoring Reports for 
the March 2022 sampling period have been submitted through the NetDMR system and indicate the 
Permit exceedance described in this notification. 

Following a review of results from the NPDES-required monthly monitoring for March 2022, it was determined that 
the Permit limit for the monthly average of total suspended solids (TSS) was exceeded at internal Outfall 002.  This 
Permit exceedance is described below. 

• TSS at Internal Outfall GP-002 of Permit No. MA0003425 – Effluent samples collected from this 
internal outfall on March 25, 28, and 31, 20221 exhibit TSS concentrations ranging from 20 milligrams per 
liter (mg/L) to 85 mg/L, resulting in a monthly average of 55 mg/L, which exceeds the Permit limit of 30 
mg/L.  Although the March 2022 TSS monthly average was above the limit for the internal outfall, none of 
the three effluent samples exceeded the Permit maximum daily limit of 100 mg/L.  Note that Outfall 002 
is an internal outfall which discharges to the Chelsea River via Outfall 001; Outfall 001 does not have a 
reporting requirement or Permit limit for TSS. 

In response to this exceedance, a cleaning event of the Oil Water Separator has been scheduled for May 2022, 
and Global will continue to evaluate the cause of these elevated TSS results and execute remedies as necessary. 

Sincerely, 

ROUX ASSOCIATES, INC. 

Thomas Henderson 
Senior Scientist 

Ian Reed 
Principal Hydrogeologist/Vice President 

cc:  Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Waste Prevention, Northeast 
Regional Office, 205B Lowell Street, Wilmington, MA 01887 

 

1  Samples were collected earlier in the month from this internal outfall location on March 7 and 8, 2022; however, the results were 
invalid due to the samples being analyzed by the laboratory outside of the required hold time. Due to this laboratory error, additional 
samples were collected on March 25, March 28, and March 31, 2022. 
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April 15, 2022 

US Environmental Protection Agency 
Water Technical Unit (OES04-SMR) 
5 Post Office Square, Suite 100 
Boston, Massachusetts 02109-3912 

Re: Notification of Permit Exceedance  
NPDES permit: MA0003298 
Global Companies, LLC 
101/186 Lee Burbank Highway 
Revere, MA 02151 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Roux Associates (Roux) on behalf of Global Companies, LLC (Global) is providing notification of a permit 
exceedance for NPDES permit MA0003298 (the Permit) for the March 2022 sampling period.  This Permit 
authorizes stormwater discharge from the Global terminal located at 101/186 Lee Burbank Highway in 
Revere, Massachusetts to the Chelsea River/Mystic River Watershed.  Discharge Monitoring Reports for the 
March 2022 sampling period have been submitted through the NetDMR system and indicate the Permit 
exceedance described in this notification. 

Following a review of results from the NPDES-required monthly monitoring for March 2022, it was determined 
that the Permit limit for the maximum daily limit and monthly average of total suspended solids (TSS) was 
exceeded at Outfall 005.  This Permit exceedance is described below. 

• TSS at Outfall GR-005 of Permit No. MA0003298 – Effluent samples were collected on March 21 
and March 22, 20221.   These samples yielded TSS concentrations of 2.5 milligrams per liter (mg/L) 
and 280 mg/L, respectively, and the March 22nd result exceeded the Permit maximum daily limit of 
100 mg/L.  Additionally, the monthly average of these results is 141.25 mg/L, which exceeds the 
Permit monthly average limit of 30 mg/L.  

Response Actions 

A summary of response actions that Global performed subsequent to this exceedance is described below: 

• Outfall GR-005 of Permit No. MA0003298 –   Upon receipt and review of the March 21 and 
March 22, 2022, sampling results, discharge from Outfall 005 was suspended. Two additional 
samples were collected on March 25 and March 28, 2022 from the Outfall, to further evaluate 
TSS concentrations prior to resuming discharge from this Outfall. The results of the additional 
samples indicate TSS concentrations of 13.3 mg/L and 1.2 mg/L, respectively. Both these 
results are in compliance with both the Permit maximum daily and monthly average limits. As a 
result, discharge resumed on April 7, 2022.   

It is believed that the short-duration elevated TSS measured on March 22, 2022, was likely 
related to transfer of stormwater (for safety reasons to allow access) from Revco Tank Yard 
areas undergoing maintenance activities, without sufficient time for suspended material to settle 

 

1  Samples were collected earlier in the month from this outfall location on March 7 and 8, 2022; however, the results were invalid 
due to the samples being analyzed by the laboratory outside of the required hold time. Due to this laboratory error, additional samples 
were collected on March 21 and March 22, 2022. 
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prior to discharge.  In addition, rapid snowmelt and precipitation received during the monitoring 
period may have contributed to the increased TSS concentration measured on March 22, 2022.  
In order to mitigate future TSS concentrations during these ongoing construction activities, 
stormwater is being allowed additional time to settle in neighboring tank yards prior to discharge.  

In addition, a cleaning event of the Oil Water Separator and its associated drainage structures has 
been scheduled for April 20, 2022.  

Global will continue to evaluate the cause of these elevated TSS results and execute remedies as necessary. 

Sincerely, 

ROUX ASSOCIATES, INC. 

Thomas Henderson 
Senior Scientist 

Ian Reed 
Principal Hydrogeologist/Vice President 

cc:  Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Waste Prevention, Northeast 
Regional Office, 205B Lowell Street, Wilmington, MA 01887 
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